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Week Ending Friday, January 6, 1984 


Release of Lt. Robert O. Goodman, Jr. 





Statement by the President. 
January 3, 1984 





All Americans must be pleased that the 
Government of Syria has told our Ambassa- 
dor that they have agreed to release Lieu- 
tenant Goodman as a result of the efforts of 
the Reverend Jesse Jackson. We are delight- 
ed that this brave young man will soon be 
united with his family and that his ordeal is 
over. 

We hope the Syrian Government will 
continue to work for peace in Lebanon so 
that all foreign forces—Syrian, Israeli, and 
the multinational force—can come home 
and allow that country to be united, inde- 
pendent, and sovereign once more. 


Note: Navy Lieutenant Goodman was cap- 
tured on December 4, 1983, during a bomb- 
ing raid against Syrian antiaircraft posi- 
tions in Lebanon. 


Release of Lt. Robert O. Goodman, Jr. 





Question-and-Answer Session With 
Reporters During a Meeting With 
Ambassador Donald H. Rumsfeld. 
January 3, 1984 





Q. Mr. President, does Goodman’s release 
change anything? 

The President. No. I was just going to 
make a statement on that. 

All of us here are delighted, of course, 
and very happy that this has taken place. I 
have been in touch with and been talking 
with Reverend Jackson and our Ambassador 
there and with Lieutenant Goodman, who 
is, of course, pleased that he is coming 
home. And we, as I say, are very pleased 
with this. And now Ambassador Rumsfeld 
will be leaving this evening for Lebanon. 
And we will, with renewed spirit, continue 


our efforts and our negotiations to advance 
the cause of peace in Lebanon. 

Q. Do you think this is a peace gesture on 
the part of the Syrian Government? 

The President. I’m not going to place any 
interpretation on it. I just am pleased that 
this action was taken. 

Q. How did Goodman sound to you, sir? 

The President. Just fine—but then I ex- 
pected that. In the conversation I had with 
his wife earlier, while he was still a prison- 
er, to keep her up to date on our own 
efforts in trying to bring about his release, 
she told me a little about her husband. And 
it was that she had great faith in his ability 
to: meet the circumstances there and what 
he was undergoing. And it evidently is true. 
He’s a fine man. 

Q. Did Reverend Jackson do a good job? 

Q. [Laughter] Of course. 

The President. You don’t quarrel with 
success. [Laughter] Yes. 

Q. Are you going to see the Reverend 
Jackson—— 

The President. Yes. 

Q. ——tomorrow?P 

The President. Yes. I’m looking forward 
to it. 

Q. Here? 

The President. Yes. 

Reporters. Thank you. 


Note: The question-and-answer session 
began_at 10:51 a.m. in the Oval Office at 
the White House, where the President met 
with Ambassador Rumsfeld, the President’s 
Personal Representative in the Middle East, 
and Secretary of State George P. Shultz. 
Following that meeting the President held a 
full session with his foreign policy advisers 
to discuss the Middle East situation. 

Prior to the first meeting, the President 
spoke by telephone with the Reverend Jack- 
son, Lieutenant Goodman, and Robert P. 
Paganelli, U.S. Ambassador to Syria. 
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Situation in Lebanon 





Statement by the President. 
January 3, 1984 





This morning the National Security Coun- 
cil examined the Lebanon situation in some 
detail and how best to achieve our goals. 
This evening Ambassador Rumsfeld is re- 
turning to the Middle East to continue U.S. 
diplomatic initiatives in Lebanon and the 
Middle East. I have today written to Presi- 
dent Assad regarding the release of Lieu- 
tenant Goodman. I expressed my apprecia- 
tion for this action and suggested that this is 
an opportune moment to put all the issues 
on the table and work with the United 
States to bring greater stability to Lebanon 
and withdrawals of foreign troops. 

Our support for Lebanon remains firm. 
Progress has been made toward achieving 
their twin goals of national reconciliation 
and troop withdrawals. We are continuing 
our support for these efforts. The work 
ahead is difficult, but with determined in- 
ternational effort and the good will of all 
the parties, we believe that continued prog- 
ress will be made. 


Alaska Statehood Day, 1984 





Proclamation 5143. January 3, 1984 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The Territory of Alaska was admitted to 
the Union on January 3, 1959, as the forty- 
ninth State. In the twenty-five years since 
then, the sturdy inhabitants of our largest 
State have continued with distinction the 
work of developing this vast storehouse of 
. abundant resources, while preserving its 
special environment. As a result of their 
efforts, Alaska now produces one-eighth of 
the Nation’s gold, one-fifth of its petroleum, 


and two-fifths of its harvested fish. Ten of 
the sixteen strategic minerals vital to our 
Nation’s security are produced in Alaska. 
The millions of dollars worth of minerals, 
forest and food products, and energy re- 
sources produced each year have long since 
repaid many times over the $7,000,000 paid 
by the United States to purchase Alaska in 
1867. 

The people of Alaska constitute a special 
resource, one which has made possible the 
wise use of all the other abundant resources 
of this important State. Native Alaskans and 
immigrants from every State, as well as for- 
eign countries, have worked together to 
build the cities, pipelines, rail, water, air, 
and ground transportation facilities which 
are the basis of Alaska’s prosperity. Their 
hard work and dedication are an example 
to the rest of our people as we work to 
maintain America’s greatness. 

In recognition of the importance of Alas- 
ka’s people and its scenic and natural re- 
sources to the United States and in honor of 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the admis- 
sion of Alaska into the Union, the Congress, 
by Senate Joint Resolution 42, has author- 
ized and requested the President to pro- 
claim January 3, 1984, as “Alaska Statehood 
Day.” 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim January 3, 1984, as Alaska 
Statehood Day and call upon the people of 
the United States and the Federal, State, 
and local governments to observe that day 
with appropriate ceremonies. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 3rd day of Jan., in the year of 
our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-4, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and 
eighth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:38 a.m., January 4, 1984] 
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National Consumers Week, 1984 





Proclamation 5144. January 3, 1984 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The American consumer has been blessed 
by the freedom to participate in a social, 
economic, and governmental system that is 
unparalleled in any other land. Since the 
founding of this country, Americans have 
benefitted from the fruits of a free society. 
We are free to learn, free to choose a voca- 
tion, free to produce, and free to purchase. 
These fundamental freedoms and the will- 
ingness of our people to work hard have 
helped make America great. Americans are 
prosperous and enjoy a standard of living 
that is the envy of the world. It is appropri- 
ate to focus special attention on consumers 
and the important role they play in our 
economic and social system. 

We have emerged from a recession on a 
wave of consumer optimism that dramati- 
cally proves the truth of this year’s slogan— 
“Consumers Mean Business.” Our economic 
recovery program has dramatically lowered 
inflation and interest rates, giving buyers 
more disposable income. Consumers are 
reacting to the Nation’s resurgent economy 
by purchasing homes, automobiles, durable 
goods, and those products or services which 
enhance the quality of life. With greater 
purchasing power, it is important that con- 
sumers have access to the latest informa- 
tion. 

Consumers need to understand the 
market economy, both here and abroad, 
and their options for earning, spending, 
saving, and investing income. Increased 
consumer and economic education in 
schools, workshops, the media, and the dis- 
tribution of informative materials from gov- 
ernment and business give consumers a 
greater appreciation of their rights and re- 
sponsibilities in our incomparable American 
economy. 

Those who are sensitive to consumer 
needs and services and recognize that well- 
informed consumers mean business—repeat 
sales and sound market relationships—can 
expect to be rewarded with continuing op- 
portunities to serve and profit. Wise con- 


sumers, properly informed and working 
with business representatives at all levels, 
can assure that our marketplace operates on 
mutual trust and fairness. 

By working together in the voluntary 
spirit that has always distinguished the char- 
acter of Americans in all walks of life, we 
strengthen our free enterprise system and 
secure basic consumer rights for all. 

Let us show appreciation during National 
Consumers Week for our many freedoms 
and work together to enhance the consum- 
er’s economic equity in the marketplace. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning April 
23, 1984, as National Consumer’s Week. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 3rd day of Jan., in the year of 
our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-4, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and 
eighth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:24 a.m., January 4, 1984] 


Small Business Week, 1984 





Proclamation 5145. January 3, 1984 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


America’s strength lies in the ingenuity 
and perseverance of its people. No other 
group of Americans better exemplifies these 
qualities than the Nation’s small business 
owners, who contribute daily to our eco- 
nomic well-being. 

The willingness of these individuals to 
embrace the challenges of competition and 
independence ensures that our lives are en- 
riched with new opportunities and innova- 
tions. When their resourcefulness and resil- 
ience are melded with an economic system 
that allows them to pursue their goals and 
harness the dynamic forces of the market- 
place, new products and technologies are 
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developed, jobs are created, and the young 
and unskilled are trained for more produc- 
tive lives. With each new opportunity our 
commitment to liberty is strengthened; 
with each new accomplishment our faith in 
ourselves is reaffirmed. 

Entrepreneurs are the standard-bearers 
of economic progress and the stalwarts of 
the energizing forces of the free market. As 
we embark upon a new era of economic 
growth and development, we should en- 
courage small business owners by acknowl- 
edging their tremendous importance as the 
mainsprings of continued economic and in- 
dividual progress for our Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronaid Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning May 
6, 1984, as Small Business Week. I call upon 
the American people to join with me in 
saluting the small business owners of our 
Nation during this week with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 3rd day of Jan., in the year of 
our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-4, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and 
eighth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:25 a.m., January 4, 1984] 


President’s Commission on Industrial 
Competitiveness 





Executive Order 12457. January 3, 1984 





By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and laws of the 
United States of America, including the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
amended (5 U.S.C. App. I), and in order to 
increase the membership and extend the 
life of the President’s Commission on Indus- 
trial Competitiveness, it is hereby ordered 
that Executive Order No. 12428 of June 28, 
1983, as amended, is further amended as 
follows: 


(a) The second sentence of Section l(a) 
shall read: “The Commission shall be com- 
posed of no more than thirty-five members 
appointed or designated by the President.”. 

(b) Section 4(b) shall read: “The Commis- 
sion shall terminate on December 31, 1984, 
unless sooner extended.”. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
January 3, 1984. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:26 p.m., January 4, 1984] 
Note: The text of the Executive order was 


released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on January 4. 


Release of Lt. Robert O. Goodman, Jr. 





Remarks to Reporters Following a Meeting 
With Lieutenant Goodman, the Goodman 
Family, and the Rev. Jesse Jackson. 
January 4, 1984 





The President. Well, today is a homecom- 
ing celebration and all of us are delighted 
to see Lieutenant Robert Goodman free, 
safe, and reunited with his family. This 
young naval officer was flying a mission of 
peace and, both during and after, he exem- 
plified qualities of leadership and loyalty— 
qualities of so many fine men and women 
in our military that we’re all proud of. Rev- 
erend Jackson’s mission was a personal mis- 
sion of mercy, and he has earned our grati- 
tude and our admiration. 

Lieutenant Goodman’s release affords us 
a unique opportunity to—well, I took ad- 
vantage of the opportunity to write to the 
President of Syria and call for Syrian coop- 
eration in securing peace in Lebanon. Last 
night Don Rumsfeld left to seek diplomatic 
solutions to the problems of the region. And 
today, on this happy occasion, let all of us 
unite in a renewed determination to 
achieve a lasting stability and the withdraw- 
al of all foreign forces from Lebanon. 

As I say, this is a homecoming and a very 
welcome and a happy one here. Thank you 
all for recording it for posterity. 
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[Speaking to Lieutenant Goodman] Wel- 
come home. 

Lieutenant Goodman. Thank you, sir. 
Thank you. 

I would just like to once again thank all of 
the people involved—Reverend Jackson, 
Ambassador Paganelli, the ministers in his 
delegation—for their diligent work and the 
ability to get me home a little bit earlier 
than I had envisioned. Thank you very 
much, and I appreciate all the support. 

Reverend Jackson. Let me express thanks 
to the ecumenical body of ministers, lead 
by Dr. Howard, who took this risky mission 
of mercy on faith. I want to express thanks 
to the Goodman family, Mrs. Marilyn Good- 
man and Bob and Terry, who prayed with 
us and gave us so much moral support and 
gave us the necessary inspiration; to the 
people around this nation who wore their 
blue ribbons as a measure of solidarity as 
we prayed together and fasted together, 
trying to rise above the everydayness of our 
lives that we might be able to secure the 
release of Lieutenant Robert Goodman and 
to gain his freedom and have a break- 
through for peace. We want to thank Al- 
mighty God who heard our sincere and ear- 
nest prayers during this hour of crisis and 
this hour of opportunity. 

It was especially meaningful to us that 
once we got our telegram back from Presi- 
dent Assad, we then called Senator Charles 
Percy, chairman of our Foreign Relations 
Committee, which we thought was the ap- 
propriate thing to do. He then got us in 
contact with the State Department—Am- 
bassador Murphy and Mr. Lawrence Eagle- 
burger. It was the support of our State De- 
partment, within the law, that gave us the 
latitude that we needed to feel that we 
were doing the right thing within the law. 

The fact that we left this country and the 
Ambassador from Syria, Rafic Jouejati, es- 
corted us to the airport and when we ar- 
rived in Damascus, Syria, Ambassador Pa- 
ganelli met us there meant that we were 
without the portfolio of either government, 
but with the respect of both of them. Presi- 
dent Reagan had the option to stop our 
mission. He had the option to interfere or 
to intervene. He did neither. And we felt 
that the fact that he made the choice to not 
intervene or interfere was significant to us. 
The fact that Ambassedor Paganelli met us 


in Syria was a signal that our government 
had reasonable doubt, because missions like 
this are not that successful often. But that 
was all that we needed was a reasonable 
assurance and the support. 

I would hope that the cycle of pain is 
now broken and that this mission of peace 
will take us to an everlasting peace. 

Lastly, it is significant that we were in 
Damascus, for one reason that many of us 
identify with Damascus is that a man travel- 
ing along that road many years ago fell off 
of a horse and was knocked unconscious. 
When he awakened, he saw a new light. It 
was the Apostle Paul, and because he saw 
that new light, the world has never been 
the same since. As it were, December of 
this past year, Lieutenant Robert Goodman 
was knocked from a plane and knocked un- 
conscious. The Syrians had the right to kill 
him; they did not. They nursed him back to 
good health. And in due time, they released 
him. And thus we see another light on this 
day. 

President Assad used this opportunity to 
seize an initiative, and we want to express 
our thanks to him. The fact that President 
Reagan has already sent him a letter is a 
sign that when the minds of leaders come 
together and their hearts agree, that we do 
have the capacity to save this generation 
from disaster. 

Thank you very much. 

Q. Mr. President, sir, would you be will- 
ing to meet with President Assad personally 
if it would advance the cause of peace in 
the Mideast? 

The President. Of course. 

Q. Are there any such plans, sir? 

The President. Well, we have opened—as 
the Reverend just said and as I said in my 
remarks—we have opened communications 
with him, and we hope it’ll lead to that. 

Q. What about the Lebanese plan for rec- 
onciliation, Mr. President? 

The President. That’s going forward. 

Q. Do we think that there’s a break- 
through now? Gemayel’s—— 

The President. We think we’ve made 
progress, yes. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:56 a.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. 
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Earlier, the President met in the Oval 
Office with Reverend Jackson and members 
of his party to discuss his trip to Damascus, 
Syria. Present at that meeting were Vice 
President George Bush, Secretary of State 
George P. Shultz, Secretary of Defense 
Caspar W. Weinberger, Deputy Assistant to 
the President for National Security Affairs 
John M. Poi ter, Counsellor to the Presi- 
dent Edwin Meese Ill, and Assistants to the 
President James A. Baker III and Michael K. 
Deaver. Following the discussion, they were 
joined by Lieutenant Goodman and mem- 
bers of his family. 


Department of Defense 





Exchange of Letters on the Resignation of 
Paul Thayer as Deputy Secretary of 
Defense. January 4, 1984 





Dear Paul: 
It is with regret that I accept your resig- 
nation as Deputy Secretary of Defense. 
During the period when you have served 
as the Pentagon’s second-ranking civilian of- 
ficial, we have undertaken a major program 
to modernize every element of our military 
forces and prepare them to meet the chal- 
lenges of the coming decade and beyond. 
You have played a key role in planning and 
putting into effect this crucially important 
project and especially in increasing the ad- 
ministrative efficiency of the large bureauc- 
racy under your supervision. This is a task 
that cannot be accomplished overnight, but 
I know your successor will build on the 
solid foundations you have laid, and I want 
to thank you personally for a job well done. 
Nancy and I send you our best wishes for 
every future success and happiness. 
Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


Dear Mr. President: 

For four decades—beginning as a naval 
aviator in the Pacific in World War II—I 
have been associated with some aspect of 


our national defense. When you took office 
and began to move to strengthen and revi- 
talize our military, I shared with many 
Americans your sense of urgency and dedi- 
cation. It was, therefore, without hesitation 
that I accepted your invitation to come to 
Washington and to be a part of this mission. 

I believed then, as I do now, that your 
most important contribution to our country 
and to the world is your dedication to world 
peace and it has been rewarding to be able 
to support directly this endeavor. It had 
been my hope to continue to work with you 
and Secretary Weinberger on such vital 
projects as the recently completed Depart- 
ment of Defense budget—a budget which 
will continue to rebuild our military capa- 
bility. 

However, I have been advised that the 
Securities and Exchange Commission in- 
tends to file a civil complaint against me 
alleging that I improperly divulged insider 
information concerning certain securities. 
This alleged activity took place before my 
joining the Department of Defense. 

This allegation against me is entirely 
without merit. I intend to vigorously defend 
this matter in the courts with every confi- 
dence that I will ultimately be exonerated. 
Participation in and preparation of this case 
will require a substantial amount of my 
time and attention. I will not and cannot 
perform my duties as Deputy Secretary of 
Defense unless I can do so to the fullest of 
my abilities and without distraction. Ac- 
cordingly, with the deepest regret, I hereby 
submit to you my resignation as Deputy 
Secretary of Defense to be effective on 12 
January 1984. 

I wish to express my gratitude to you and 
Secretary Weinberger for giving me the op- 
portunity to share in the important work of 
the Department of Defense. I leave with 
every confidence that the progress which 
this Administration has made will continue 
under your leadership and that of Secretary 
Weinberger, with the dedicated assistance 
of the men and women of the Department 
of Defense. 

Respectfully, 


Paul Thayer 
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Agency for International Development 





Nomination of Richard A. Derham To Be 
an Assistant Administrator (Bureau for 
Program and Policy Coordination). 
January 5, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Richard A. Derham to be 
an Assistant Administrator of the Agency 
for International Development (Bureau for 
Program and Policy Coordination). He 
would succeed John R. Bolton. 

Since August 1983, Mr. Derham has been 
serving as Acting Assistant Administrator. of 
the Agency for International Development. 
He was a member of the law firm of Davis, 
Wright, Todd, Riese & Jones in 1965-1983 
and served as managing partner in 1977- 
1982. He was director of Transducers, Inc., 
in 1977-1983 and served as legal counsel to 
the House of Representatives in Olympia, 
Wash., in 1969 and 1971. 

He graduated from Harvard College 
(A.B., 1962) and Columbia Law School (J.D., 
1965). He was born May 29, 1940, in Seat- 
tle, Wash. 


Department of Defense 





Nomination of William Howard Taft IV To 
Be Deputy Secretary. January 5, 1984 





The President announced today his inten- 
tion to nominate William Howard Taft IV 
to be Deputy Secretary, Department of De- 
fense. He would succeed W. Paul Thayer, 
who has resigned. 

Since April of 1981, Mr. Taft has been 
serving as General Counsel of the Depart- 
ment of Defense. From 1977 to 1981, Mr. 
Taft was an attorney with the firm of Leva, 
Hawes, Symington, Martin and Oppenhei- 
mer of Washington, D.C. Prior to this, Mr. 
Taft worked in government for 7 years in 
various capacities. In April 1976, Mr. Taft 
was appointed by President Ford to be 
General Counsel of the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare. For 3 years 
from 1973 to 1976, Mr. Taft served as the 
Executive Assistant to the Secretary of 
Health, Education, and Welfare. From 


1970-73, he was the principal assistant to 
Caspar W. Weinberger, who was Deputy 
Director, then Director, of the Office of 
Management and Budget. Mr. Taft served 
as attorney adviser to the Chairman of the 
Federal Trade Commission in 1970. 

Mr. Taft earned his Ph. D. in English 
from Yale College in 1966 and his J.D. from 
Harvard Law School in 1969. He resides in 
Lorton, Va., with his wife, Julia, and their 
three children. He was born in Washington, 
D.C., on September 13, 1945. 


International Pacific Salmon Fisheries 
Commission 





Appointment of Ted A. Smits as a U.S. 
Member. January 5, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Ted A. Smits to be a member, 
on the part of the United States of America, 
of the International Pacific Salmon Fisher- 
ies Commission. He will succeed Donald R. 
Johnson. 

Since 1976 Mr. Smits has served as vice 
president of Pacific Seafood Processors As- 
sociation in Seattle, Wash. Previously he 
was assistant director of the Washington 
Department of Fisheries (Olympia, Wash.) 
in 1975; executive director of the Puget 
Sound Gillnetters Association (Seattle, 
Wash.) in 1974; and district representative 
(Western AA) for the United States House 
of Representatives in 1969-1972. 

He is married, has three children, and 
resides in Edmonds, Wash. He was born 
February 12, 1933, in Zeist, Netherlands. 


25th Anniversary of the Cuban 
Revolution 





Radio Address to the Cuban People. 
January 5, 1984 





On behalf of the people of the United 
States, I would like to extend New Year’s 
greetings to the people of Cuba. 
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We know you're marking an historic anni- 
versary on your island. Twenty-five years 
ago, during these early January days, you 
were celebrating what all of us hoped was 
the dawn of a new era of freedom. Most 
Cubans weicomed the prospects for democ- 
racy and liberty which the leaders of the 
Cuban revolution had promised. 

Such a free and democratic Cuba would 
have been warmly welcomed by our own 
people. We’re neighbors in a hemisphere 
that has been characterized by the quest for 
human freedom. Government which rests 
upon consent of the governed is a cardinal 
principle that enshrines the dignity of every 
individual. We share many of the same 
ideals, especially a common longing for a 
world of peace and justice. We are both 
proud peoples, proud of what we've 
achieved through our own efforts. 

But tragically, the promises made to you 
have not been kept. Since 1959 you’ve been 
called upon to make one sacrifice after an- 
other. And for what? Doing without has not 
brought you a more abundant life. It has 
not brought you peace. And most impor- 
tant, it has not won freedom for your 
people—freedom to speak your opinions, to 
travel where and when you wish, to work 
in independent unions, and to openly pro- 
claim your faith in God, and to enjoy all 
these basic liberties without having to be 
afraid. 

Cuba’s economy is incapable of providing 
you and your families your most elementary 
needs despite massive subsidies from 
abroad. But your leaders tell you, “Don’t 
complain, don’t expect improvement, just 
be ready for more sacrifice.” 

In the meantime, over half a million of 
your fellow citizens have migrated to the 
United States, where their talents and their 
hard work have made a major contribution 
to our society. We welcomed them, and 
we're proud of their success. But we have 
to wonder, what would Cuba’s economy be 
like today if those people had been allowed 
to use their great talent, drive, and energy 
to help you create prosperity on your 
island? 

The most important question remains: 
Where is Cuba heading? If it were heading 
toward greater welfare and freedom for 
your people, that would be wonderful. But 
we know prisoners of conscience convicted 


for their political activities have been lan- 
guishing in Cuban prisons, deprived of all 
freedom for nearly a quarter of a century. 
Never in the proud history of your country 
have so many been imprisoned for so long 
for so-called crimes of political dissent as 
during these last 25 years. Others convicted 
of political crimes this past year can expect 
to be in prison well into the 21st century if 
the present system in Cuba survives that 
long. 

You may not be aware of some of these 
things I’ve just told you or will tell you in 
this brief message. You may also be un- 
aware of many other things you have the 
right to know. That’s because you are sys- 
tematically denied access to facts and opin- 
ions which do not agree with your govern- 
ment’s official view. But why are your lead- 
ers so unwilling to let you hear what others 
think and say? If the power of truth is on 
their side, why should they need to censor 
anyone’s views? ‘Think about that. 

Yet, while they supervise every word you 
hear, every picture you see, your authorities 
have free access to our news services in the 
United States and around the world. 

We don’t believe in censorship. So, to cor- 
rect this injustice, the Congress of the 
United States has authorized the startup 
soon of a new radio service on the Voice of 
America named for your great Cuban patri- 
ot, José Marti. 

The objective of the Radio Marti program 
will be simple and straightforward: tell the 
truth about Cuba to the Cuban people. We 
want you to know what you haven’t been 
told, for example, about the situation in 
Grenada. When Grenada’s Prime Minister 
Bishop was killed, the Governor General, as 
well as the majority of the English-speaking 
Caribbean, asked for our assistance in pro- 
tecting them. Why didn’t they ask for 
Cuba’s assistance? Well, the sad truth is, 
they wanted to be protected from the 
Cuban Government. 

The United States and other Caribbean 
forces were welcomed by Grenadians as lib- 
erators. The rest of the world has seen the 
evidence of the popular outpouring of sup- 
port for our action. Cuban lives could have 
been saved if your government had respect- 
ed the will of the Grenadian people and not 
ordered your soldiers to fight to the death. 
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Fortunately, the great majority of your per- 
sonnel in Grenada did not obey those 
orders. 

One of your government officials said, in 
September 1982, that 120,000 Cubans have 
carried out international missions through 
the revolutionary armed forces alone. They 
have been sent to countries in four conti- 
nents. You’re never told how many of them 
are killed, how many families lose loved 
ones for a cause they have no right to resist. 
What mission or vital interest does Cuba 
have which can possibly justify this loss of 
life in such faraway lands? 

These are not pleasant questions, but 
they deserve answers. I hope you'll contem- 
plate them with care. At the beginning of 
this new year, let us pray that the future 
will be kinder than the past. And may that 
better future begin soon for all of you in 
Cuba. 

Feliz Ano Nuevo y que Dios los 
bendiga. [Happy New Year and God bless 
you. | 


Note: The President recorded the address at 
approximately 5 p.m. at the White House 
for later broadcast on the Voice of America. 


Conference on Confidence and 
Security Building Measures and 
Disarmament in Europe 





Statement Following a Meeting With the 
Chief of the U.S. Delegation. 
January 6, 1984 





Today, I met with Ambassador James E. 
Goodby, the Chief of the United States Del- 
egation to the Conference on Confidence 
and Security Building Measures and 
Disarmament in Europe—generally known 
as the CDE. This new conference involves 
the United States, Canada, and 33 nations 
of Western and Eastern Europe. It is part of 
the East-West dialog growing out of the 
Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE), which produced the Hel- 
sinki accords of 1975. 

Secretary of State Shultz joined us today. 
He and other NATO Foreign Ministers will 
participate in the CDE opening session in 


Stockholm on January 17. Their presence 
will underline the importance which the 
West attaches to the CDE and to a produc- 
tive East-West dialog. 

I reviewed with Ambassador Goodby the 
instructions to the U.S. delegation and gave 
my final approval. I emphasized to him my 
strong support for the Western objectives at 
CDE of reducing the risk of surprise attack 
in Europe and of inhibiting the use of arms 
for war or intimidation. 

The strength and unity of the West have 
preserved the peace in Europe since World 
War II, and Western diplomacy in the “Hel- 
sinki process” has been crucial in advancing 
the East-West dialog. All of us wish Ambas- 
sador Goodby and his European and Cana- 
dian counterparts success and Godspeed in 
carrying forward this vital undertaking. 


Domestic and Foreign Issues 





Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Reporters. January 6, 1984 





Unemployment Figures 


The President. 1 just wanted to say one 
thing about the economy, and I think all of 
us can look forward to 1984 with even 
more confidence in view of the unemploy- 
ment figures that we were handed this 
morning: that unemployment figures went 
down again in the month of December; 
335,000 more people were working in De- 
cember than were working in the month 
before. And it means that about 4 million 
more people are at work now than were at 
work a year ago in December. 

And I think this is—the rate, counting in 
the military, which I think is the only way 
to count it—total unemployment is now 8.1 
percent. And, as I say, I think it’s encourag- 
ing news for all of us, and we’re going to 
keep on. 


Central America 


Q. Mr. President, do you think if we 
spend $1 billion more on Central America 
that that would somehow stop the Sandinis- 
tas from doing what they’ve been doing? 
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The President. Andrea [Andrea Mitchell, 
NBC News], I don’t know. I’ve only known 
this—and I have spoken of this several 
times before—I think that we haven’t been 
doing all that should be done. That was one 
of the reasons for having a commission. I 
have not yet obtained their report. But solv- 
ing the social and economic problems or 
helping them solve them, themselves, down 
there is essential, just as it’s essential that 
we help provide for their security while 
they’re instituting those reforms. And we 
haven’t been allowed to do as much as we 
should do. 

Q. So, is the Kissinger group calling for a 
lot more money? Is that what your under- 
standing is—that the Kissinger group will 
call for a lot more money? 

The President. That I don’t know. And, of 
course, the definition of what “a lot more” 
is could be subject to interpretation. 


Charles Z. Wick 


Q. Mr. President, do you condone the 
taping on the telephone by Charles Wick? 

The President. 'm not going to comment 
further other than to say that I don’t think 
that Charles Wick is a dishonorable man in 
any way. And the nature of the things that 
he was recording and that—I can under- 
stand his forgetting sometimes when he was 
talking to people particularly that he 
knew—but the purpose of that was differ- 
ent than it is from someone that is trying to 
keep a record on other people’s conversa- 
tions. What he was actually trying to do was 
be able to immediately transcribe so that he 
could provide the suggestions that were 
being discussed to the people that would 
have to implement them. 

And I’ve heard there are some rumors 
around. Let me just say this. He has done a 
splendid job. I think the Voice of America, 
the whole United States Information 
Agency is far superior to anything that has 
ever been, and he’s going to continue there. 

Q. Mr. President, the New York Times 
claims he lied to them about the taping. 

Q. Did he lie to them? 

The President. That’s their statement. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:15 p.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House. 
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President’s Foreign Intelligence 
Advisory Board 





Appointment of Gen. Robert H. Barrow as a 
Member. January 6, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Gen. Robert H. Barrow to 
be a member of the President’s Foreign Intel- 
ligence Advisory Board. 

General Barrow was commissioned as an 
officer of marines in 1943 and served over 
40 years of active service. His last assign- 
ment was as Commandant of the Marine 
Corps, from which he retired in July 1983. 
During his career, he served seven tours of 
duty in the Far East. His most recent as- 
signments included: Assistant Commandant 
of the Marine Corps in 1978-1979; Com- 
manding General, Fleet Marine Force, At- 
lantic, in Norfolk, Va., in 1976-1978; 
Deputy Chief of Staff for Manpower, Head- 
quarters Marine Corps, in 1975-1976; Com- 
manding General, Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot, Parris Island, S.C., in 1972-1975; 
and Commanding General, Marine Corps 
Base, in Okinawa, in 1969-1972. 

His personal United States decorations in- 
clude the Navy Cross, the Army Distin- 
guished Service Cross, the Silver Star, three 
Legions of Merit, two Bronze Stars, and the 
Joint Service Commendation Medal. 

General Barrow attended Louisiana State 
University, the University of Maryland (B.S., 
1956), and graduate school at Tulane Uni- 
versity. In addition, he attended two 
Marine Corps schools and the National War 
College. He is married, has five children, 
and resides St. Francisville, La. He was 
born February 5, 1922, in Baton Rouge, La. 


United States Postal Service 





Recess Appointment of Frieda Waldman as 
a Governor. January 6, 1984 





The President today recess appointed 
Frieda Waldman to be a Governor of the 
» United States Postal Service for a term ex- 
piring December 8, 1992. She will succeed 
Robert L. Hardesty. 





Since 1950 Mrs. Waldman has served as 
administrator of the Forrest Day School in 
Montclair, Calif. She is also the author of 
several publications dealing with education. 

Mrs. Waldman graduated from North- 
western University (A.A.), La Verne College 
(B.A.), and California Polytechnic University 
(M.A.). She is married, has seven children, 
and resides in Claremont, Calif. She was 
born February 9, 1922, in Chicago, IIl. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list contains the President’s 
schedule and other items of general interest 
announced by the Office of the Press Secre- 
tary and not included elsewhere in this 
issue. 





January 1 

The President and Mrs. Reagan spent 
New Year’s Day in Palm Springs, Calif., at 
the residence of Walter and Lenore Annen- 


berg. At noon, the President telephoned 
Senator Barry Goldwater on the occasion of 
the Senator’s 75th birthday. 


January 2 
The President returned to the White 
House from Palm Springs, Calif. 


January 3 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff; 
—the Cabinet Council on Human Re- 
sources and the Cabinet Council on 
Natural Resources and the Environ- 
ment, to discuss violence and discipline 
in schools; 
—Senators Howard H. Baker, Jr., Robert 
Dole, and Pete V. Domenici, to discuss 
the budget. 


January 4 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—members of the White House staff; 
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—Representatives John N. Erlenborn, 
Steve Bartlett, William F. Goodling, 
Mickey Edwards, and Vin Weber, who 
are members on the Education Policy 
Task Force of the Republican Research 
Committee. 

The President recess appointed Elliot 
Ross Buckley, of Virginia, to be a member 
of the Occupational Safety and Health 
Review Commission for the term expiring 
April 27, 1989. He will succeed Bertram R. 
Cottine, term expired. 


January 5 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff; 
—a group of his foreign policy advisers; 
—leaders of agricultural organizations to 
discuss food and agriculture policy, in- 
cluding price support programs and in- 
ternational trade of agricultural prod- 
ucts; 
—Vice President George Bush, for lunch; 
—the Cabinet Council on Management 
and Administration, to discuss paper- 
work reduction goals and the semian- 
nual report of the President’s Council 
on Integrity and Efficiency; 
—Mrs. America of 1984, Susan Goodman 
of Waverly, Tenn. 


January 6 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff: 
—Dr. Henry A. Kissinger, Chairman of 
the National Bipartisan Commission on 
Central America, for an update on the 
progress of the Commission’s report. 
The White House announced that the 
President has invited President Mika Spiljak 
of Yugoslavia to make an official working 
visit to the United States. President Spiljak 
has accepted the invitation and will meet 
with the President at the White House on 
February 1. 
In the afternoon, the President left the 
White House for a weekend stay at Camp 
David, Md. 
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Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released January 6 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the upcoming Conference 
on Confidence on Security Building Meas- 
ures and Disarmament in Europe—by Am- 
bassador James E. Goodby, U.S. Representa- 
tive to the Conference 


Checklist—Continued 
Released January 6—Continued 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on progress in efforts to 
reduce fraud, waste, and abuse in the Fed- 
eral Government—by Counsellor to the 
President Edwin Meese III and Joseph R. 
Wright, Deputy Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget 





‘Acts Approved 


by the President 





Note: The President completed his consider- 
ation of acts and joint resolutions passed 
during the first session of the 98th Congress 
on December 9, 1983. 
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